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(b) Upon receipt of a subpoena, the
employee shall immediately notify the
General Counsel and provide the data
identifying the accident; the title of
the case, the name of the judge, if
available, and the title and address of
the court; the type of accident (avia-
tion, railroad, etc.); the date on which
the employee is directed to appear; the
name, address, and telephone number,
if available, of the attorney represent-
ing the party who caused the issuance
of the subpoena; the scope of the testi-
mony, if known; and a statement as to
whether a prior deposition on the same
accident has been given.

(c) The General Counsel shall deter-
mine the course of action to be taken
and will so advise the employee.

§ 835.9 Testimony in State or local in-
vestigations.

Board employees may testify at a
coroner’s inquest, grand jury, or crimi-
nal proceeding conducted by a State of
local government. Testimony shall be
limited to the matters delineated in
§ 835.3.
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AUTHORITY: Sec. 304(a)(1)(c), Independent
Safety Board Act of 1974, as amended (49
U.S.C. 1903).

§ 840.1 Applicability.

This part contains the Safety Board’s
accident notification requirements,
and its authority for inspection, exam-
ination, and testing of physical evi-
dence, and describes the exercise of the
Safety Board’s priority accorded to its
activities when investigating railroad
accidents.

[47 FR 49408, Nov. 1, 1982]

§ 840.2 Definitions.
As used in this part, the following

words or phrases are defined as follows:
(a) Railroad means any system of sur-

face transportation of persons or prop-
erty over rails. It includes, but is not
limited to, line-haul freight and pas-
senger-carrying railroads, and rapid
transit, commuter, scenic, subway, and
elevated railways.

(b) Accident means any collision, de-
railment, or explosion involving rail-
road trains, locomotives, and cars; or
any other loss-causing event involving
the operation of such railroad equip-
ment that results in a fatality to a pas-
senger or employee, or the emergency
evacuation of persons.

(c) Joint operations means rail oper-
ations conducted on a track used joint-
ly or in common by two or more rail-
roads subject to this part, or operation
of a train, locomotive, or car by one
railroad over the track of another rail-
road.

(d) Fatality means the death of a per-
son either at the time an accident oc-
curs or within 24 hours thereafter.

[41 FR 13925, Apr. 1, 1976, as amended at 47
FR 49408, Nov. 1, 1982]

§ 840.3 Notification of railroad acci-
dents.

The operator of a railroad shall no-
tify the Board by telephoning the Na-
tional Response Center at telephone
800–424–0201 at the earliest practicable
time after the occurrence of any one of
the following railroad accidents:

(a) No later than 2 hours after an ac-
cident which results in:

(1) A passenger or employee fatality
or serious injury to two or more crew-
members or passengers requiring ad-
mission to a hospital;

(2) The evacuation of a passenger
train;

(3) Damage to a tank car or container
resulting in release of hazardous mate-
rials or involving evacuation of the
general public; or

(4) A fatality at a grade crossing.
(b) No later than 4 hours after an ac-

cident which does not involve any of
the circumstances enumerated in para-
graph (a) of this section but which re-
sults in:

(1) Damage (based on a preliminary
gross estimate) of $150,000 or more for
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